
North Star Community School Parent Council 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Wednesday October 2, 2019 
Called to order 7:07pm 
Regrets: Laurie Mosley, Julie Slack 
Present:  Carly Skrenski, Lorraine Stromberg, Erica Lantin, Paige Gascoigne, Beth Fairfield, 
Mellisa Gallagher 
  

1. Welcome and Introductions 
2. Review and Approval of Agenda, addition of Special Events to agenda as written. 

Agenda accepted. 
3. Review and Approval of Minutes, deferred for next meeting. 
4. Election - Chair - Mellisa Gallagher nominated, carried 

- Secretary - Paige Gascoigne nominated, carried 
5. Principal’s Report - RRDSB Equity Action Plan and Parent Consultation. This plan was 

discussed with staff on the Sept 30 PD Day.  Health Equity is a trending topic, the 
NWHU currently is running a campaign to increase awareness around health equity and 
disparities.  We discussed Diversity using an Iceberg analogy and how do we 
accommodate and include all needs for representation and acceptance in our education 
model.  We talked about the difference between Equity and Equality as well as Diversity 
and what it means we need to do in education.  We need to focus on fostering a 
relationship with agencies and community members as well as reaching out to 
knowledge keepers.  The purpose of this action plan is to draw attention to as well as 
highlight the need to respect diversity.  This aligns with Ontario’s Equity Plan. 

 
As a parent council we provided feedback on three questions which Carly recorded to be 

submitted on our behalf.  The questions were What types of diversity do we have in our school? 
What Community Partnerships support Equity and Inclusion?  What suggestions do you have to 
guide the equity plan? 
 

- EQAO results, 2018/2019.  Our students at NSCS did very well with the EQAO 
testing this past year.  We saw the majority of students testing at the provincial 
expectation in reading, writing, and math in grade 3.  The highlight of this report 
was that the majority of students when questioned about engagement stated that 
they enjoyed reading, like to write and felt confident in their math skills.  Grade 6 
students were mostly at the provincial standard for reading, and were at or above 
the province for writing.  They didn’t do as well in the math sector however it was 
noted that the 40% at level two were tested at a “2+” and just a bit below the 
provincial standard.  This cohort also felt confident in their reading, writing and 
math skills. 

- School Highlights.  This year our students started late, into September, again. 
We did not experience the same rush as last year and spent more time focussed 



on being in the classroom and establishing a good daily routine.  The open house 
was well attended.  This year we partnered with the NWHU to provide a healthy 
snack that students could make themselves and either enjoy before bed or save 
for their school lunch.  The health unit will be hosting a number of healthy 
lunches make and takes for our students to participate in.  This event was an 
opportunity for parents to sign up for this program. 
Sept 25 - Rowan’s Law day-Concussion awareness.  The school is rolling out the 
concussion protocols for safety awareness.  A large part of this is around 
play-ground and gymnasium safety.  Students have participated by making 
posters which can be seen along the Junior hallway. 
Sept 22 -Terry Fox Run - the students raised $275 this year for the Terry Fox run. 

 
- Special Events - This year our school board is really focussed on healthy eating 

and nutrition.  It has become our goal to practice what we preach.  During the PD 
Day staff discussed which 10 days will be selected as the exceptions to the food 
and nutrition guideline days.  They are:  Thanksgiving feast, Halloween, 
Christmas Feast, Christmas Party, Valentine’s Day, Winter Play Day, Easter 
Brunch, Family Fun Day, Kindergarten Graduation, Summer Play Day 
Milk Program is currently suspended until the job action is resolved. 

 
- Upcoming events - with the current job action, CUPE is planning a full fledged 

walk out on Monday, October 7.  This could affect whether or not the school 
remains open.  We wait for advisement from the School Board and expect to be 
able to inform parents by October 3.  At this time parent council meetings, 
community use of schools, school cash online, and milk ptogram are suspended. 
The school staff are working to address all health and safety issues.  
North Star school is investigating how to become Sun Sense Certified.  This is 
meant to educate around the harms of damage from the sun’s UV rays.  
 

- Teacher Rep Report - October 2 the ⅘ class went to Fall Harvest at Nanicost 
building in Couchiching FN.  It was a great event as always, however this year 
was a little more streamlined and organized so the kids were better able to make 
the most of all the different aspects of the event. They were excited to get right in 
and participate at guting a deer, plucking a goose, gutting fish, making bannock, 
and preparing wild rice. 
The school has started a new program called Maker Spaces.  Erica Lantin will 
serve as the lead for the whole school, they recieved a new cart full of great 
materials.  This program works on STEM skills.  Any interested classes beginning 
in the Junior end will just need to refer to Erica for support as needed.  
 

6. Next Meeting Date - on hold until the strike is resolved. 
7. Adjournment - 8:10pm 


